Maundy Thursday: Passover and Last Supper
Matthew 26:17–75, Mark 14:12-72, Luke 22:7-62, John 13:1-38
From Bethany, Jesus sent Peter and John ahead to Jerusalem to make preparations
for the Passover Feast. After sunset, Jesus washed the feet of His disciples
demonstrating how believers are to love one another. Then He shared the feast of
Passover with them. As the Lamb of God, Jesus fulfilled the meaning of Passover
by giving His body to be broken and His blood to be shed in sacrifice, freeing us
from sin and death. Jesus instructed His followers to continually remember His
sacrifice by sharing in the elements of bread and wine (Luke 22:19-20).
Later, Jesus and the disciples left the Upper Room and went to the Garden of
Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed in agony to the Father. Late that evening, Jesus
was betrayed by Judas and arrested by the Sanhedrin. He was taken to Caiaphas,
the High Priest, and the council gathered to begin making their case against Jesus.
Lord God, You sent Your Son into the world, and before His hour had come, He
washed His disciples’ feet. He was their teacher and Lord, yet He knelt down on the
floor, and washed their feet. God, help us learn from His example. Help us do as He
has done for us. Strengthen our hands and our wills for love and service. Keep our eyes
on Jesus, who, being God, became a Servant for our sake. All glory to Him, Amen.
Good Friday: Trial, Crucifixion, Death, and Burial
Matthew 27:1-62, Mark 15:1-47, Luke 22:63-23:56, John 18:28-19:37
Early Friday, Judas was overcome with remorse and hanged himself. Meanwhile,
Jesus endured the shame of false accusations, condemnation, mockery, beatings,
and abandonment. After multiple unlawful trials, He was sentenced to death by
one of the most horrible and disgraceful methods known at the time: crucifixion.
Before He was led away, soldiers spit on, mocked, and pierced Jesus with a crown of
thorns. Then He carried His own cross to Calvary where, again, He was mocked as
Roman soldiers nailed Him to the wooden cross. Yet, among His final words were,
“Forgive them.” (Luke 23:34). By mid afternoon, Jesus breathed His last breath. That
evening, Nicodemus and Joseph took His body from the cross and lay it in a tomb.
Father God, Jesus cried out to you on the cross, “Why have you forsaken me?” You
seemed so far from Him in His distress. Those who stood at the cross wondered
where You were as He was mocked, shamed, and killed. God, when there is trouble,
suffering, and death, we, too, cry out for Your help. Be near to us, and save us so that
we may praise You for Your deliverance. Teach us to call Your name as Jesus did.
Make us to trust in You like little children. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

