Saturday: The Tomb
Matthew 27:62-66, Mark 16:1, Luke 23:56, John 19:40
Jesus’ body lay in its tomb, guarded by Roman soldiers throughout the Sabbath
day on Saturday. When Sabbath ended at 6 PM, Christ’s body was ceremonially
treated for burial by Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, both members of
the Sanhedrin, the court that had condemned Jesus to death. For a time, both
men had lived as secret followers of Jesus, afraid to make a public profession of
faith because of their positions in the Jewish community. Similarly, both were
deeply affected by Christ’s death. They boldly came out of hiding, risking their
reputations and their lives because they had come to realize that Jesus was,
indeed, the long-awaited Messiah.
Lord God, on the Sabbath, Jesus rested. He was in the grave. He had finished His
work. To most people’s eyes, it looked as if it was all over. He was dead and buried,
but only as a seed dies when it is planted in the earth, not to decay, but to spring to
new life. Teach us to take refuge in You when we are afraid, that death is not our
end and to hope always in You and in the resurrection, the making of all things new.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Resurrection Sunday
Matthew 28:1-13, Mark 16:1-14, Luke 24:1-49, John 20:1-23
On Resurrection Sunday, or Easter, we reach the culmination of Holy Week.
Early Sunday morning, several women (Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Salome, and
Mary the mother of James) went to the tomb and discovered that the large stone
covering the entrance had been rolled away. An angel announced: “Don’t be
afraid! I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is
risen from the dead, just as he said would happen.” (Matthew 28:5-6, NLT)
On the day of His resurrection, Jesus Christ made at least five appearances. Mark’s
Gospel says the first person to see Him was Mary Magdalene. Jesus also appeared
to Peter, to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, and later that day to all of
the disciples except Thomas, while they were gathered in a house for prayer.
Father God, You loved this world so much that You gave Your one and only Son so
that we might be called Your children, too. Lord, help us to daily live in the gladness
and grace of Easter Sunday. Let us have hearts of thankfulness for Your sacrifice.
Let us have eyes that look upon Your grace and rejoice in our salvation. Help us to
walk in that mighty grace and tell Your good news to the world. All for Your glory we
pray, Amen.

